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FV. An Account of a BOOK

An Acconnt of Dr. Burnet's . Book , Entitu-
led, ARCHEOLOGIZA Philofophice,
five Doctrina Antiqua de Reram Originibus.
Libri duo.  Londini, Typis R. N. Impenfis
Gualteri Kettilby ad Infigne Capitis Epifcopi
in Ceemeterio Paulino. 1692.

N this Treatife he endeavours: to difcover what were
the Sentiments of the Ancients concerning the QOri-
ginor beginnings of this vifible World, of which he
conceives Menin all Ages have had a true, if not a Di-
vine Knowledge, as well as of a Divine Power, and of the
intermediate Order, Viciffitudes and Ends of al! things.
And that Pythagoras was not the Inventor of the Mun-
dan Syftem afcribed to him, but the Coaveyer only of
it from the Orientals, d»dppuCa, to the Grecian Schools,
where yet it received lefler Improvement as to par-
ticular Explications, then it has by the Modern Inquiliti-
ons, (as he conceives) though yet he.grants that our
Hiftories of their Opinions are” very imperfe¢t, yet as
the Magnificence of a Structure may be judged cf by
its Ruiaes, {o in general we may have fome Idea of their
Doctrines by the Fragments of them which are yet to
be found in the Greczan Writers, as well Hiltorical as Fa-
bulous,or Muthical and Poetical. By all which he endea-
voyrs to prove, that moft of the Ancients held very
much
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much the fame Notion concerning the heginnlng of
things with that delivered by Mofes i the beginning of
his Writings, with which, he conceives, alfo that his alrea-
dy publif’d Theory is confopant. It washis Defign al{o.
to have written a general Body of >Phildfc{>phy, but the
fenfe of his Age and approaching Death feems to have
made him defift, and to fatisfie himfelf with what he
hath hitherto performed in the preceding Books, and in
this which he feems to make the Seal and Confummation
of the former.

He divides the whole Difcourfe into two Books. In
the firft he endeavours to difcover what were the moft
antierit Do&rines of all Nations concerning the beginnings
of things, id geveral. Butin the Second he endeavour’d to
collect all fuch Paffages amongft them as feemed moft
confonantto,and confirming of the Doctrines delivered in
the firft part of his Theory where he had omitted taking
notice of them, though in the Second Part he hath inter-
mixed them with the Theory throughout, which there-
fore did not need any fuch a Supplement.

In the Fir{t Chapter he enquires whence this Knowledge
is to be fetcht, which he conceives to be all from t%e
Poftdiluvian Records, which were all conveyed by Noah
from the Antidiluvian, and difperfed amongft his Poftcri-
ty. Next he enquires where any Footfteps are to be found
of it among thefe. And fince he finds the Ancients di-
vided the Nations of the World into Four Heads, com-
prebending the whole Race of Mankind, towit, the Scy-
thians towards the North, the Celti towards the Weit,
the Ztbiopians towards the South, and the Indians to-
wards the Faft. He follows the fame Order in his En-
quiry. And amongft the firft he finds no ancient Foo:-
fteps of their Philolophy, and doubts whether cver they
had any : Tho' dbarisis faid by S#idas to have writtea -
a Theogonia; and a Septentrional Mythology hath becn
of late publithed, favouring much of Antiquity.
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Amongft the Celtihe finds Philofophy to have been all along, viz. among
the Druids and Semnothei ; of whom yer we have but 2 dark Account, that
they profe(s’d to underftand the Order and ‘Motions of the Heavens, and the
Will of the Gods 5 and that Strabe (ays, they raught the Worlds Periods by
Water and Fire, and held a traufmigration of Souls, as the Pythagoreans;
tho’ they are thought to have much preceded him, and to have been the moft
ancient for Mythologick Theology. Of this Clafs were what Philofophers were
o be found anciendy among the Germans, Britains, Spaniards and Italians s
of fome of which Strabo affirms, that they had Poems of their Laws, &r¢. of
6ooo years ftanding.  Thofe among the Hetrufci, Diodorus Siculus (ays, fludied
Philofophy: And Plutarch fays, they ‘had the Notion of 'thc Annus Magnus,
or Periods of Revolutions, and that the Romans had thelr Sacred Rites from
them.

Among the Zihivpians the Gymuofophifts were famous ; bur we can find very
little information what their Philofophy was. They were Celebrated indeed
for their Laws, Government aod Converfe with the Gods, and had a very an-
cient ufe of Letters; and had Colledges of Priefts which taught Philofophy
and Theology, Thefe are faid by Lucian to have been the firft Aftronomers,
and to have taught the Zigyptians. But as tothe Theory of the Earth, there
is nothing of theirs to e found. And indeed, moft of the Aacient Authors
that writ purpofely of thiem are now no more to be found.

Having pafs’d over thefe three Heads without making much Difcovery to his
purpofe, he in the Third Chapter comes to the Orientals or Indians, compre-
hending all the 4fians; and fome of their Neighbours, as the Zgyptians and
Greeks. He begins then with the moft Eaftera Nation, the Seri or chinefis.
Celfus and Dionyfius call them Atheifts, becaufe they had no Idol-Temples or
Worthip ; and Barbarians, becaufe they had no Commerce with other Natf-
ons.  So that jt feems little of their Learning was known to the Ancients
thorgh of late years they have been much better known, to have very ancient
Hiftories, and fome that mention the Flood and the beginrings of things,
But by what we can learn, their Phyfiology is much inferiour to whit was
known in the Weflern Parts, as was allo their Mathematicks, being all of
their own Produ&ion, and not borrowed from any befides. Contrary to thac
of the Greehs, Romans, and other Europeans, who derived all from others,
Pifling from thefe to the South, he meets wich the Brachmans, Philofophers
celebrated in all Ages for their Devoring themfelves wholly to Contemplarions,
of unknowun Original, bur yet worthy to be more diligently enquired into,
both for their Eminency in Phyfiology and Aftronomy, though both were
wrapped up and vailed under Mythology : Yet they had fome Notions con-
cordant with the Greeh,  Strabo alfo fays, That they held the World to have
bzen generated, and was eorruptible ; That it was form’d our of Water, but
the reft.of the Univerfe from other Principles. The chief of thefe were moft
lwl]ourfd, and abfolucely free, neither Governing, nor Governed by -any.
This is the Sem of what caa be found amongit the -Anclents concerning their
Nutural Philofophy.

In the Fourth Chapter he enquires concerning the 4ffyrians and Babylonians,
who were the firft Empire after the Flood : Thefe are accounted the firft
who culrivated Literature. and had Publick Schools at Babylos , which con-
toued [o till the time of Nebuchadonozer and Daniel. Thefe Learned Men

were
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were call’d Chaldeans and Magi; and the chief of them were Phyfiologers
and Aftronomers, and ftudied lawful Arts, as may well be concluded 5 for
that Daniel accepted the Prefedure of them: Thefe excluded the Aftrologi-
aos and Diviners from their Habitations. To thefe Pythagoras reforted to
learn the Motions of the Heavens, and the Original of the World, faith Fu-
ftine.  Kogpon/saow and wawguoyiveiar. Thele were then under the Perfians,
but the remainders of the Chaldeans and Babylonians. However ; nothing is
Ieft of their Opinions but what Disdorus has hinted, That they believed the
Matter of the World Eternal, bat its Form, Order and Ornament to be con-
fticuted by Divine Providence. And further, That they believed the Earth to
be of the Form of a Schiff or Tray: Ouly he fp:aks of their Antiquity, and
of making Aftronomical Obfervations many Ages before Alexander. This is
all chat is intelligible : All the reft concerning their Oracks of Zirgs%er, &c.
is nothing bur Canting, and- a Jargon of Scraps of we know not who.

*Tis pity we have loft the Works of Bersfus, who had written. their Opi-
nions.

In the Fifth Chapter he {peaks of the Perflan Magi, who cultivated Phyfi-
ology as well as Theology. Thefe had a Theoginia like the Greehs 5 and
frqm thefe Pythagoras learnt the Origin of the World, and the Motions of the
Heavens. Thefe taughe likewife the Periods and Renovation of the World.
The Prince of thele Aagi’ was Zoroafter, of which he judges there were
two. The Perflans held the Elements, Stars and the Heavens to be Gods;
and worlhipped mioft the Sun among the Scars, and the Fire among the Ele-
ments : And under the Natere of  Fupirer they comprehended the whole Cir-
cuit of Heaven. They, as well as the Greebe, Romans aad Hebrews , con-
tinually nourifi'd the Fire. And the Egyptiass as well as other Nations muclt
honoured ft, The Prrfians (uppofed this Fire to have fallen from Heaven ;
and the Stoicks call’d tt Fupiter, into which all things refolved. Thus their
Tlieology was Phyfeology, and all their other Rites may be in the fame man-
ner refolved 5 of which Herodotus has givena plain- Account : -In which he
particularly takes notice, that in their Sacrificing they fung their 7heogonia,
which our Author conceives to be of the Origination of things. Of Zoro-
after, Pliny relates that he left Two Millions of Verfes, expounded by Her-
mippus. The drabians mention Twelve Volumes, eazch filling a whole Bulls
Hide of the Writings of Zoroafler to be lefc to the Magi. Suidas men-
tions divers Books of the fame, concerning Dreams and Aftronomical Pro-
dultions, and Four Books of Natural Philofophy ; but all arelofts and what
goes under his Name are all Fi&titious, except one Fragment preferved by
Plutarch out of Theopsmpus 5 another by Porphyrius in Antro Nympharum,
out of Eubulus 5 and a third by Eufebiss, our of a Perflan Book, which he
will have Zoroaflers.  As the beginniog of thefe Magi was unkuown, o was
their end 5 yer fome remained to the time of Alexander; and 'tis believed
they fell with the Perfian Erppire ; and all that had been written concerning
them isalfo perif’d.  Such were Hermippus Smyrnens, Pellas, Oflbanes, Eu-
bulus, Theodorws Miypfueftenus, Hermodorus Pla‘onicus, Anteflberes or Rbo-

donis, Zanthus [ydus, Sotionzs, Dinon, Theopompus, Eudemus Rhedins, and
Clearchis Solenfise
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Tn the Sixth Chapter he erquires after what is to be met with. among the
Arabians and Phenicians. The Firft is 7o, whom he makes an Arabian,
before the time of Mafts, who had the knowledge of Letrers, and of the
Heavens, atid many other parts of the Creation, befides that of the Wor-
fhip of the true God. This Knowledge lafled to the time of Solomon, as
appears by the Queen of Sheba: Nay, till the Birth of Chrift, as appears by
the Magi that came to Worlhip him.” The Zabii be makes to be fome of the
anclent Arabs, amorg whom Abraham wasbred. Thefe boaft of having the
Religicn of Nosh. To thefe, Porphyry fays, Pythagoras went: And <Pliny
affirms the fame of Democritus : Bat thefe fince that time haye degenera-
ted, and have taken up the Grecian chm'ing 5. though thcy”had alfo wranflated
into their Language the Ascient Learning of the Egyptians, Perflans and
Chaldears ;.but chefe were burnt by the Sarazens. What Writings yer remain
among them are thought not older than Eight or Nine Hundred Years.. The
Dcbhretes among the anclent - Arabs held the: World-Eternal, "and the Soul
mortal. Hence their Proverb, Ut:ri pariunt, Sepulchra deglutiynt, The Womb
makes, the Temb takes. Next for the Phenicians, he finds them very an-
clent, and early knoving in Letters, Arithmetick, Aftronomy, Phyfiology,
Navigation, Foreign Trade and Planting: 7hales and Zeno were Phenicians,
and to them weut divers of the Greek Philofophers. . Stabo fays, that Mofcbus
found the Hypothefis of Atimes before the Trojan War.  The Philofophy be-
fore the Trojan War was all by Tradition, but after that came fn the Rational
and Difputative. Ncthing remaios of Sanchoniathon’s Philofophy, but that he
had ftudied the Kofinogonian of Taautes, deducing the- World from the ancieet
"Chaos, and a precedent IAvY or Mdtter. He wrote. alfo divers other Philofo-
phical things;; but they, as well.as all the other Authors that wrote of the

Phanicians, as Theodotys Hyrficrates and Mochus, Heftieus, and Hieronimus
Egyptins are wholly loft, '

In the Scventh Chapter he enguires what Footfteps of-ancient Phyfical
Learning Is to be merwith among the Hebrews, and in thelr Cabala. Firft
he notes, that Laftantius wonder’d why Pythagoras and -Plato went to the
Egyptians for Knowledge, but not to the Hebrews; which is an Argument
they were not then confiderable for that kind of Knowledge'; thar is, Phyfical
and Mathematical. What they had was conrained in their Cabala, which
they pretend to have received from Mofes.  But whatever it were at firft,
it hath been much depraved with Rabbinical Figments: and Chimera’s: Such
sre the Myfiical Numeration by the Letters of- Words 5 fuch are the Magical
Spells derived alfo thence ;. fuch the expreffing common Notions by a fort of
Myflical Words, or Chara&ers, or Numbess, to make it mere wonderful to
fuch as do not underftand ir. Which was a trick made ufe of alfo by Py-
thagoras in his Symbals, by the Egyptians in theip Hierogiophicks, aad by the
Hermeticks in their Cant : All which, if the Veil were removed!, would appear
empey Nothings, being of no other ufe, but to amufe the Ignorant and con-
ceal their own Defefts and Emptinefs. They divided their Cabalz into No-
minal and Real. The Nominal was Triple, Gemmatria, Notaricon, and Them-
mura, painly Modern and Barbarons Names.  All confifted in fhuffling the
Letrers of Words mixed with Number. Reuclin yet fays, thar the Fews
aflirm, that thereby may be found out all the Krowledge of - Mofes and Solomon,

as.
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as well Divine as Humatie, and that Solomon himfelf received all his- Ktow=-
ledge thereby.

The real Cabalathey thake Two-fold, i. e. The Do&trine of Sephireth, and
the Do&rine of the Four Wotlds. They make 1o. Cabaliftick Sepheroth, vigs
the Crown. 2. Wifdom. 3. Prodence. 4. Magaificence. ¢. Severity.
6. Pulchricude. 7. Vitary. 8. Glory. o. Foundation. 10. Kingdom,
by which what they mean the Author underflands not. They pretend they
are Emanatlons from God, and that they are Numbers emanating from che
Infinite Verity. He fpends fome time in examining each, and ‘their branch--
ings out into divers other Subdivifions. But upon the whole he concludes,
That the further he proceeds the more Obfcurity and Confufion he meets
with, Next he examines the Do&rice of the Four Worlds, to wit, 4zilath,
Briah, Fetzirab, Afhiab, 1. e, the Worlds of Emanation, Creation, Formartion
and of the Fabrick; before all which they puc the Enfophick, or Infinite
World, from which all the other do fpring. Upon a more deligent Enquiry
fnto the Contents of thefe myftick Do&rincs the Author feems to thick them
all Chears, and.concludes with the Words of Chrift, Mes love Darknefs ra-
ther than Lighty becenfe their Deeds are evil. Every one that doth Evil ha-
teth the Light, left he fhould be difcovered 5 but he that doth Truth, cometh
to the Light, that his Deeds may be manifeft; fufpe&ing all thofe affeéted
Obfcurities to be devifed by them ta conceal nothing elfe but their own Igno-
rance and Decefr. The Author proceeds further with examining other parts
of the Czbala: But upon the whole he finds nothing rational, or containing
any real Knowledge. But he conjc&ures, that the moft ancieot Cabala, be-
fore it was confounded and defiled with Fables, might conrain {omewhat of
the Origination of things, and their Gradations 3 but as it has been In time
chang’d and augmented by imaginary Fables, and blinded with imperiinen:
and nonfesfical Explications, it is now become a confufed Mafs of Izcongru-
fries and Abfurdities. But by examining thefe Dregs, he concelves that the
Ancients might hold, That before the Creation all things had their being in
God ; and that from him they flowed or emarated when firft made, and thaz
they will all flow back into him when they are deftroyed, which he conceives
was alfo the Opinion of the moft Ancicnt Philefophers; and that there
would fucceed other Emanations and Regeneracions;, and other fucceeding De-
ftrutions and Obforpticns to all Eternity, as it had been from all Etere-
nitys that Nothing was produced out of Nothing; and that the things pro-
duced never return to Nothing, but always have their Subfiftence in God.
Which Sence, if it doth not contain, he concelves it may be look’d upon 2s
Salt that hath loft its Savour, which is good:for nought, but to be thrown
out of Doors, But if it contains any folid Knowledge, it ought to be mani-
fefted or condemned otherwife .to perpetval Darkpefs. But left it mighe
decelve the Ignorans, he cautions them to be lead by no Authority thar is
not Divine, nor by any Reafon that is not clear and manifeft. Before he
leaves this Head, he enquires concerning the f[ftniy a Se& among the Jews,
not unlike in their Manuers to the Indian Brachmans. All that thefe had of
Philofophy, fays Philo, wasof God, and of the Generatlon of things: But
what that Knowledge was does not appear ; but he concelves ft is to be learnt
from the Braghmans, with whom they agreed..

From



( 8o2 )

From thefe he paffes on (in the Eighth Chapter) in hisSearch for the ancieri
Learning amongft the Egyptians, where he finds it very anci¢nt, and much
celebrated by the Hebrews, who extol borh Mofes and Solomon, the one for
knowing, the other for excelling it and by the Greeks, as from whence they
had derived thair Knowledge. Upen a ftrier Enquiry into it, he finds ic to
be firft Geometry,. asold as the ovérflowing of the Nile, upon which account
it was invented s but he thinks they were butLand Meters; and that the
Greebs, as Thales and Pythagoras did make it Speculitive. 2. Aftronomy.
Bat this the Chaldeans knews nor doth it appear which were the firft; but
he conceives both were very ancient; but rude and imperfe&, and much im-
proved afterwards by the Greeks. However, he believes they had a troe
Hnowledge of the Syftem of the Heavens, and underfiocd the borions of
the Planers, ¢r¢. Yet he thinks that they did not underfiand them fo well,
as to reduce their Motions to Galculation. They are faid alfo to have cul-
tivated Maufick and Phyfick, but thefe alfo without Theories,”and only by Tra-
dition. And tho Heradotus fays, they had for every Difeafe a particular Phyfi-
clan: Yet both thefe were much more improved by the Greehs. They are
{aid by others .to be the Inventers of Chimiftry. Lafily, That they were
knowing in Phyficks or Natural Science 5 that s, the Cofinogonia, Theogonia,
or Theologia, which they look’d upon as the fame Sclence. They held the
Earth to be formed out of the confuled Mafs of the Four Elements, or out
of the Chaos; and a ewvo-fold Defiru@ion of it. one by Fire, another by
Warer 5 That the Earth was of an Egg form; and that we call the Pytha-
gorick Syftem was the oldeft of allothers, but kepr among their A4reanz,
Their moft Celebrated Philofopher was Hermes Trifmegiftus 5 though when he
lived, or what he thought and writ is not known. Thofe that bear his Name
are fiGdous. But among the multitude of -his Writlngs, his Cofmologia,
mentioned by Phils Biblius, 1s loft. The Egyptians preferved their Learn-
ing by their Priefls, who had Colledges in divers pares of Egypr. They had
it infcribed on Obeliske, and written in Books. The Babylonians had Cee-
leftial Obfervarions for 720 Years inferibed on burnt Tyles.  Democritus tran-
fcribed his Mora's from a Babylonian Column. The Columns of Hermes in
Egypt are famous, on which were infcribed his Doltrine.  From thefe the
Gritks ard Prenicians had much of their Knowledge. and Manttho his Sa-
cred Hiftory.  Awianus Marcellings fays, thefe Columns were placed in fub-
terrancous Vaults, and were there before the Flood.  Maneths and Fofephus
affert the (ame of theirs, both poffibly the fame. In their Books were writ-
ten their Laws, their Qiftory and their Philofophy. Some things were com-
municable, others were Arcana, not to be devulged. They had alfo a
two-fold way of Writing, one Common, another Sacred. This was writ-
ten with Hieroglyphicks. ' The Brachmans have not only a different Cha-
réder, but a different Language to preferve their Philofophy.  Thefe
Priefts were fivi& Concealers of their Sccrets, as many Authors coinplala of
them. ‘Nor was Pythagoras admitred without beitig “firft Circumciied, and
otherwife qualified. 'The Effini, and others. of other Nutions, as Perfians, Sy
yiens, and Trdians, adminiiired Oaths, &r¢. of Secrecy. They further obe
fcured their Knowledge by Symbols, Aigma’s and Fables, in which the
Greeks alfo follow’d them, as did al{o moft other Natlons in the Hiftories of

their Gods, of which kind he gives divers Inftances, Among thefe atn;:
t
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the Mythologies of the Prophets in the Old Teftament, and che Parables: of
Chrift in the N:w.This Mychologick GeaiusSalsftius calis Divine ; and »tis plain
Myhologies were made ufe of by ths Ancients to conceal their knowledge from
the Vulgar, and yet preferve it (afe for the Learned.. Nay, Divine Providence
doth fo conceal both Divine and Natural Knowledge, thac this or that part
becomes kaown to this or that Man in one Age, which hath lain ablconded
to all preceding. This Mythologick vas the moft ancient Learning among
the Greebs, as he proves by feveral Teilimonies; yer was it firft received
from the Egyptians. This caufes him to enquire whether the Weorks of Her-
mes were fo writ, and he finds by a place quoted by Eufibius, that they wer®
firft writcen plain, then turned by the Son of Thablin into Allegories, and
then rranfcribed into Greek.  So that plain Writing was before” Mythologick ;
and ’tis probable thofe that hive it Mychologically, had-ic before pure; and
that the Additions that have been added to the ficft Fables, have obfcured, if
not quite obliterated the. concealed Senfe. He propounds and an{wers two Obje~
&ions, by which he fhews the Inconfiftency of Memws Adtions with their
Knowledge, and fo Apologizes for the Egyptian Idolatry, and. their Aftrolo-
gick and Magick Pra&tices. Laft of all, he enquires how the Egyptians came
to lofe this Learned State they had kept for {o many Ages, which he fhews
to have proceeded from their being conquered and overun by divers Nations ;
as by the Perfians under Cambifes.”and (ome fucceeding Kings, by whom it
began to decay.. Aund by the Romans, who burot the Alexandrian Library,
wich which their Learniag was alfo much defiroyed 3 and by the Conqueft of
the Saracens totally extinguifhed. Amongft the lsft Hiftorians. of the &gyp-
tian Learning, Manaths was the chiefeft, as appeais by Teflimoaies now ¢x»
taont, nexc Sanchoniathon, then Afclepiades, Petofivis, Hecatens, Pal:phatys,
and Cheremon, and many others. Thefe are Lofles, burnothing to be pamed
with the lofs of the Library of Ptolomeus Philadeiphus, wherein many Myrlads
perifhed in a moment, containing the Sum of ail Egyptian, may, and all Ort-
eatal Learniug too,.in all probability.

To the Ninth Chapter he enquires concerning the Greciss Philofophy, of
which, that hemay the more fully give you the Hiftory, he produces (uffi~
cient Pruof tofhew it derived from the Egyptian s not that he denies the
Grecians to have much improved feveral parts thereof: That they learn'd
their Geometry, Aflronomy and Arithmetick from the Egyptians, Chaideans
and Phewicians, Herodstus, Plato, Ariftotle, Diodorus, Straboy Laertinsy
Achilles Tati«s, and others their own Authors do teftifie. Tis {aid, Semiramis,
who lived Eight Hundred Years before the Frojan Wir, buile-a high Towes
in Babylon, on the top of which the Aftronomers made their Obfervations,
at which times the Greehs had not the ufe of Letters. Muareover, Califthe-
nes fent into Greece from Babylon Celeftial Ofervations for 1900 Years be-
fore Alexand:r's time.  And Epigenes found Oblervations at Babylon for 720
years, and others were brought of 480, as Pliny relates 5 thefe were infcribed
on baked Bricks: Whereas the Greek Obfervations began with Hipparchus and

tolomy. -Yet though the Hiftories were furnif’d by the Barbari, the
reafons of their Motions were invented by the Greeks. But though they im-
proved the Mathematick Arts, yet they vitiated the. Phyficks, whicli-they
alfo received from them. That the Greebs had thefe from the Barbari, Cles

mens Alexandrings aad Esfebins both teflifie; as doth alfo Rerphyrins and 176.,
fephiise
/
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fepbus, and Diodovus Sirulus, who affirm the Gretks moft eminent for this
Learning. As Orph:us, Thales, Pherecides, Pythagorgs, Solon, Plate, Ey-
doxus, all feccht it either from the Egyptians or Phanicians. Nay, the very
knowledge of Letters was firft brought into Greece by Cadmus not loag be-
fore the Trojam War. Whereas Learniog flourifh'd ‘in 4ffyria, Egypt, Phe-
nicia, Arabia, Bthiopia, India, and among the Celti long before. that time,
There were two flates of Grecian Philofophy. The firft, -which was the
oldeft, moft of which was wrote in Verfe, treated of the Cofmogonia, or Origi-
nation of things, by Thamyras, Linus, Orpbeus, Muftus, Heffod. Allo Thales,
“Zemophanrs, Empedocles, Parmenides , and fome others, whofe Fragments
are colie@ted by Sreevins in his Poefis Philofophica: Ail which Poetick Wri-
ters did mythologize the Cofmogonia, Homer oaly excepted. This the Au-
thog proves by feveral Teftimonies ; and adds, That Orphess was the ficft
that brought Learning Into Greece 5 that afferred ths Oval Form of the Earth,
the Form the Author affigns to his Aucldiluvian Earch: That he lived not
long after the time of Afofes, and was the Founder of the Grecian Theology,
as Mofes of the Hebrew ; and that both accommodated the Ceremonies to
the Capacity of their refpe@tive People, That is, Orphens inftituted fuch a Re-
ligion as he could, nor what he would, wanting the Divine afliftance of Mi-
racles which Mofeshad. He was feign to make ufe of Mufick and pleafing
Mythologick Stories to allure his People from Barbarity to- Government and
‘Society. ~ For which purpofe it ias of very grear benefit, and generally
made ufe of not only by Poets, but Legiflators and Phyfiologers.  Orpheus ex-
celled inall thefe, and firft taught the -Grecians, Religion, and the Rewards
and Punifhments of another Life, which ‘he proves by Heathen -aed Chrifijan
Teftimonies. But .among thefe muft be diftinguithed what he taught the

Vulgar from what was hisSecret Dodrine, for thit he had both the uad'n

% dwboentoy-  Sidas fays, he held the Heavens to be formed of the AEthey,
aud the Earthoutof the Chaos, before which he placed Time as the meafure,
but he makes them both coeval; whereas others of :he Ancients feparate them
by a multitude of Ages. ‘Empedocles makesail the Stars to be Fires, but Orphess
to be Worlds; the Author fuppofes the Planets were meant. As the Moon
was therefore called ,zm'xeo,,, which Orpheas firft afferted Habltable, proved
by Proclus, as alfo that the Oval Earth was to be defiroyed by Fire, and then
to be renewed. “Before he leaves this Hcad, he anfwers the Obje&ions of
Cicero, and more efpecially Gerard Voffius, who would perfwade thar there
mever wasany fuch Men as Orphess, Mufeas or Linws, wiofe Arguments the
Author thinks no ways.cogenat or to be regarded, fince there are (o many
poiitive Proofs to the contrary both in Heathen and Chriftian Writers.

“In the Temh Chapter he enquires smong the Greek Philofophers that fuc-
ceeded Orphens : And firft amongft the Tonicks. Thelc are the Second kind
of Phyfiologers, who wrote expref(ly and in Profe, not ia Verfe and Mytho-
logy, as the former, Thefe were Thales and his Toaicks, Pherecydes, Pytha-
goras, Zenophanes, Parmenides, Lencippus, Democritus, Empedocles, Plato, and
others, to Epicurus and Arifiotle, in whom ended Philofophick Auriquity s
-except fome Fragments among the Stoicks. Thales was a Phenician, but re-
ceived his Knowledge from Egypt, and was famous for Geometry, Aibvonemy
and Phyfick, and afferted the Immortality of the Soul; and -firft wrir « -Dif-
ccurfe of Phyficks, without Mythology “or Theology. Nothiog ot his Af-
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fertions remains but only that all chings were generated out of Warer, Which
is zgrecableto St. Perer and Mofes,  Poffibly more particulars of his Dodtrine.
may be found among his Followérs, - Anaximander, Anaximenes, Araxagiras,
Archelans.  Anaxagoras then makes a mind to Regulate Marcer, and move 1,
and was therefore called N&:.  He ranges the four Elemen:s by Gravity, and
Is faid to have introducéd Vortices. As for the Heavens, the Iyviass much

romoted the Knowledge of them ; ie. They held the Heavenly Spacer to
gc Ather ; the Stars, Fire 5 the Planets opaque Bodies: That the Moon bad
Hills and Vales, and was Habitable, aud that it was ealightied by :he Sun,
which was 2 moft pure Fire. He held alfo the Rotation -of th: Earth, as
alo the Annual Motion about the middle of the World, as Tieon Smyrneus
affirms.  To (hew the Reafon why it is fo difficult to find what we:e their tiue
thoughts , He quotes this Puflage of- Plutarch. This Do&trine (chatis, con-
cerning the Heavens ) was not celebrated and famous, but hidden and kepr
fecret, and it was difcourfed of with great Caution amonga few under an Oath
of 3ecrecy ; for Philofophifings concerning the Heavens would not be endured,
becaufe thofe feemed to reftrain and bind up the Divine Numen 1o Caufes with~
our Reafon, and o blind Poyers,-and to involuntary Effe&ts ; upon which Ac-
count Protagoras was banithed, and Angxagoras put in Irons. Secrates alfo
for the Name .of a Philofopher was put ro Death. Whence the Authog ob-
forves, thacin all Ages it has beea very dangerous for Philofophers to -{peak
plain Truth amongft the Vulgar.

In the Eleventh Chapter he enquires conc: raing the Do&trine of Pythsgoras
and the Italic Philofophy, where he finds thar either Pythagoras wrote nothing,
or if he did, even the Hiftory of them is loft: So that nothing of his Phy~
fiology is remairing fave only his Theory of the Heavens, which is ca'led the
Pythagorick Syftem 5 he placing the Sun in the Centre, and the Earth moving
round it; the Moon as an Anti&hone or oppofire Earth en'ightned by che
Sun, the Comets to be above the Air, or between that and the Planets; that
the Heavens were fluld Ather, and the Stars o many Worlds. We know not his
Sentiments about the Cofmogonia, or Terreftrial Produ@ions,for he more bufied
himfelf about Ceeleftial Speculations, and about Abilra@®s and Inrellc&uals, as
did alfo his Followers, who treat of the Avima Mundi, confiling in Harmeny
indivifible and divifible the fame, and an other (as they Prrafe jt) and fuch
other Airy Notlons as have no Foundations in Nature. But Ocellus Lucanys,
another Pythagorean, makes the World Erernal, both for Mateer and Form, as
he does alfo the Race of Mankind. But indeed ttere is little in this Author
that favours of Pythagoras his Do&trine 5 and Plato differs wholly from him,
afferring the World ro be made by God, and to be corruprible. Yet it muft be
granted that both the Pythagareans and Platonifts inc.ine to make the Mattér
Eterpal, but the Form Variable 5 and they had both their Vulgar Do&rines,
and their . Secret Do@trines, And though the Author cannor find auy
but common fenfe in his Myftical Numbers, yet he thinks there might be foie-
what more, which is now loft to Mankiod : The chicf of rhefe was his 7.
trattis, the Seventh was not fgnoble, but the Tenth the Nubleit and 1i:0il per.
fe& of all. Bur of che Reafon and Signification of thels neicer any of the
Ancients nor Moderns give any Satisfa&ive Soiutions or Explicarions. - Yet alf
the Ancienrs affert this to be the Doftrine of Pythagoras. And therefore afrer
having run over many of thelr thovghrs, the Author thioks that Numbers will
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produce nothing but Numbers, not Things and that converting things all to
Arithmetical Operations was in the Pythagoreans and Plutonifts a faliure, not
unlike that of the Peripateticks, of turning all into Logical terms.  Phevecides
Pythagoras his Mafter, writ a Theogonia. And Empedocles, one of his Scho-
fars, afferted the Sun to be a Mafs of Fire, and the Swars 1o be ficry, and the
Earth made of :he four Elements, united by Love, and fepaizred by Serife.
*Tis uncertain whether Pythagoras wrote or no, but certaln that Philolans, Ave
chytas, aud Ewdoxus dia. And “tis faid Plato bought three Books of Philolaus,
whence he took his Timeus. Archytas is fald to have wrirten many things,
but all are loft but a Fragment about Mathematicks. Eudoxuss alio, and Em-
pedocles, but all are now loft. The Writings alfo of 4-ifletle concerning the
four Pythagorick Elements are loft, and fome others. So are che Wrirings of
Ariftoxenus, Heraclides, Neanthes Hermippusy Syrianus Didynus, and Eudoxus.
Allo Moderatys Gaditanus, Alexander Polybiftor, Androcidus, and others.

Tn the Twelfth Chapter he enquires concerning the Opinions of the Eleatick
Se&, and of the Stgicks. This Se@ was Founded by Zenophanes in the times
of Anaximander, and confified of a Mixture of various Nations and Cpinions.
The Do&rine he held was, that there were Infinite Suns, and infinitc Moons
like ours, which he faid was habizable, but that they were all Eternal. Par-
menides held them to be formed out of Fire and Earth, and Men out of Clay,
They agreed much wich the Ionick Se®. Leucippms and Democritus were of
this Se&, who introduced Atoms. Lescippus acknowledged the Mation of the
Earth on fts Axis, and that when the fluid Mafs feded into a Globe, it was
covered by a dry Skin, which growing thicker, formed the habitable Earth ;
He fuppofes the Axis alio at firft right, but aleered afterward ; both which are
confonant to the Author’s Theory. Democritus was an Auditor of Leucippus ,
and had travelled Perfia, Arabia, Ethispia, Egypt, and India, to improve hls
KEnowledge among the Learned of thofe Countries, and has written many
Books, though all left. °Tis faid he affirmed the Moon to be a fired Body,
but with Mountains, Hills, and Vales; but the Author fuppofes only fiery Moun-
tains, fach as are on the Earth. Callimachus wrote of his Opipions. The
©Oplnlon of the Stoicks Is Famous for the Future Conflagration of the World.
But litde is to be found concerning the Prodution of ir, yet they afferted
God to be the Author of it ; burt to this they joyn Matter mixe and of ft felf
without Motion. This was perifhable by the Conflagraiion, bur :h:e Divige
Priaciple Erernal,as they efteemed aifo tiie Matter it fclf, though the Foym pe-
rifhed. 8o the unformed World they made Eternal, but the formed to have
both beginning and end. They held morcover, of formed Bodles, the Fire to
be firft, and cut of ‘that to be made the other Elements, which again were
refolvable into ir.Concerning the Mundane Perlods and the Fare of the Stoichs,
dirrle need be faid in this Difcourfe, i+ being well knowr.  *4any Books have
been written by and concerning them, but all loft 5 yet s fuld” there is cne
Anclent Book or Piece of Apollonius Tyrins yeu exfant in fome Library, buc
not publifhed, concerning the Opinton and Works of Zne.

Tn the Thirteenth Chapter he erquircs among the Platonicks, Ariflotelians,
and Epicureans. Firft, he finds the Plamiag: like the Pythagoreans, to be
moft tzken up a high Speculations of Abftraé Novions, and in affigning Cw&}
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of Things to Numbers and Geometrical Figures. Thus Plato in his Timens
makes nothing vxﬁ))lc’ but Fire, nothing tangible buc Earth, between thefe
two for their own Urion are placed Air and, Water. The So'id Bodies he fup-
pofeth made up of Triangles; Fire he makes of Pyramids, confifting of four
Triargles; the Earth of Cunes, confifting of fix Squares, znd each Square of
four Triangles; the Air of O&otedrans, each fide divided into fix Scalénesi
then the Water of Icofacdrons, coniifting of Twenty Triangles, each made vp
of Scalenes. To thele he 2dds a cvl, confifting of Numbers and Proportions.
The beft Interprerations yet extant concerning it do not make Senfe or Reafon
of ir, and ar beft th.c Author thinks it but a Lufus Isgenii.  Further, he makes
God and}Marter to be the twe fisft Principles,to which he adds a third of Idea’s.
But Pleto’s Excellency was not for Phyficks, bur for Morals and Theology.
Divers Writings of the Platonifls are cut, and fome loft 5 bur thefe he pafles
by, fince we have the Works of Plate himfzIf. Abnd now comes to the Dregs
of Philofophy amongft the Epicureans ard Peripateticks. _From Plato’s time
1o the prelent Age he finds nothing of Philofophy, nothing of Difcovery, no-
thing burt a Chattering and frultles Methods of Wrangling. Concerning the
Origination of things, there s nothing found to be met with in Ariftotle or his
Schools. They would make the.-Werld Eternal, both for Matter aud Form;
Mea alfo, and all things clfe to be fo tco. Befides, he dces not agree with
his own Prieciples. deipofing the four Elements one above the other, but thews
ot how the Farth fveris o be in fome parts higher than the Water. Then
for the Huavews he makes Adamantine Orbs, and the Stars like Golden-headed
Nai's f:ftred to them : Thefe Orbs involved he makes to move round the
Earth in 24 hours, that is every day. To this he introduces a contrary Mo-
tion for each Planetary Orb from Weft to Eatt; the Matier of thefe he-makes
fncorruprible, bur below the Orb of the Moon he puts Fire Elementary, with-
out Light or Hear.  In the middie Region of the Alr he purs the Milky Way
and Comets, For the explicacing of all'other rhings on th.c Earth, he intro-
duces Subftanrial Forms, aud Specifick Qualities, as infignificant as thie Pythe-
govick, Numbers and Harmonies, Which beling {o; he won:ters why it has been
{o long-approved of by the Chriftian World. Then the Auchor giving a fhort
Cara'ozue of his Errors, and bids adfeu to him,as 16 a bad Afiropomer,a worfe
Theologe, and the worft of all Phyfiologers. His Catalogue is this: 1. Thae
the World is Erernal and Incéiraptible. 2. The Heavens folid, and moved by
contrary Motions. 3. The Matter of the Heavens Divine and Immutable.
4. The Stars to be denfer paris of their Orbs; and the Planeis to (hine by thelr
own Light. 5. Light peither a Body nor a Motion. 6. Elementary Fire un-
der the Moon. 7. TheGalax: and Comers, Meteors. 3. The Earth immo-
vabie, in the Centre of the "¥orld 9. Up and: dewn to be founded in Nature
immuiably, xo. The Form: of Animace things (abflactfai. 11. Senfation to
be made by Intentional Specizs. 12. Rarefa@ion and Contra&ion to be made
by the increafe and decreafe of Extention in Marter, 13. Providence not to
defcend below the Moon.  14. The Soul to be fvrertyea, and of doubtful
Immorrality. Next he vifics Epicurus, illiterate, yet of no Vulgar Wit ; he
accommodated all things to his Senfes, and fo his Notions were for the moft
part abfurd and valgar. He corrupted only the Do@rines of Demscritus and
Leacippus. Upon the whole, the Author thinks his Do&rines not wortih con-
fidering, but refers the Reader to Gaffendus.  He concludes this Enquiry with
giving the Names of feveral that have written of the Opinions of theie Grecian
Philofophers, and of fome that have written their dmppirs, OF Secret Do-
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&rines, as Pythagoras Zatintheus, Porphyrins, Numerius: He regrets the lofs
alfo of many Polyhiftorians, as, Theopompus, Phavorinus and Aiexander Po-
iybiftor 5 alfo fome of the Writings of Deodorys Siculus and Vairs. Now
whereas fome alledge fome few cthers that have heen famcus for Philofophy
in other parts of the World, yet not what they knew or maintained ; and
there being no Monuments remaining of fuch their Knowledge, the-Author
feaves them in the Obfcurity he found them, and thicks he has performed
his defigned Undertaking to feek what theré could be found worthy of pre-
ferving among the Ruines and Reli@s of the moft ancient Philofophers,
more particularly relating to the Beginning of things, and has Icft no
quarter unfearched, nor omitted any thing which heé judged material to this
purpofe 5 though other Particulars not pertinent, whether bad or gocd, he.
has omitted, as being impertinent.

To end this Difquifition, in the Fourteenth Chapter he “enquires concerning
the Beginning of the Barbarick Philofophy ; that is,whence the Egyptians, Ethi-
opians, Chaldeans, Phenicians, Arabians, Indians, and other Orientais cbtained

“their firft Knowledge. There are two Opinions concerning it : One, that they
were Invented by themfelves ; aad the other,that they were taught by Mofes or
Abrabam. The Auchor approves neither of thefe. Not the firft, becaufe he meets
with no Mention of Experiments, or Obfervations, or Reafoning and Demon-
ftratlons, or Method, or particular Explications 5 but what was known was
Traditonal and Pofitlve. Not the Latter, becaufe this Learning was eminent
tong before thofe times ; for that Mefts was bred up In the Schools of Egypr,
and for that the Ethiopians were much preceeding to the Egyptians. Befides
the Inftance of Fob, who Is thovght by the Author to have much preceded
Mofes 5 for that he takes mo notice of the Jewifh Laws, Ceremonies or Sab-
bath, yet was he one that woifhip’d the true God; and for that the Age of
his Life was above 200 years, and he offered his own Sacrifices without a
Prieft. Upcn the whele therefore the Awthior thinks it was conveyed to
Mankind by the Sons of Nozh, and by him from the Patriarchs of the Anti-
%ilu;iau World, Thefe are the principal Matters treated of in the Firft

ook.
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fes as he can find amongft the Fragments of the moft ancient Philofophy,
to confirm the Do&rines of his Theory of the Earth,delivered in the Firft Bock
thereof, for that he has not therein alledged uch Teftimonies to confirm
it, intcrmingled with the Difcourfe it (elf, as he has done in the Second,
but framed th2 whole from the Idea he had of the Nawre of the things
themfelves. And whereas in the former Bock of this preient Treatie he hxs
irquired after. the Apcient Do8rines concerning the «hole, or - the Univerfe :
In this he reftrains his Search after fucir Do&rines s more particularly coo-
cern the Formation aod Fabrick of the Earth only. I the firft Chapter
then he finds that the Produ@ionof this World out of a Chaos was the
moft general, and the molt ancient Do&rine of all the Learned, both The-
ologers, Phyfiologers and Poets. He begins with arsfes, and fhews, - thar his
Tshu and Bohy was the fame that the Ancienrs called Chaos.  And the Apofile,
#Heb. ¥1. 3. does fo interpret it, and moft of rhe Chriftian In:erpreters un-
derfiand it fo alfo, as do the Hebrews. As to other Nat'ons, they efther de-
liver it exprefly, as the Philo*’ophcrg; or Mythologicaily, as the Poets. The
Philofophers differ only, for. that fome aferibe the Formation to a Mird,
sthers to Chance. He brings feveral Proofs of it from Phenicians, Egyp-
tians, Greeks Romans, Perfians, and from divers other Authors very famous
among the Ancients; but others, as Orpheas, Empedocles and Hefiod made
S:rife and Love to Operate in the S:paration asd Union of the parts of the

Chgzos.

IN the Second Bonk the Learned Author defigns to make ufe of fuch Tefiimo-
n

In the Second Chapter he enquires. what Form they affigned to the Primo-
gencal Earch, and what Eflates it was to undergo. Firft, For the Form,
that it was differing from the prefent, Here firft he proves, by the Teftimo-
ny of Sr. Peter, that there was a three-fold ftate of the Earth, viz. the
Paft, Prefent and Furure. By the Paft he (hews was meant the Antddi‘uvian,
and by the Future the New Heaven and Néw Earth; which he proves by twe
peffages in Ifaiab, and one in the Revelation. This he fhews was alfo mes-
tioned by Sc. Paulin the 8th of the Romans, vpon which Paflage he infifts
much to prove, that the Apoftle meant this three-fold flate of the Earth ; and
alledges the Judgment of the Fatheps, Tertullian, Freneus, Crigen, Hierom,
Chryfofiom, and others to confirm ir. And then endeavours to anfwer fuch as
had affigned other Expofitions of the Word Creatlon, of which there
are three forts. One would have the Fallen Angels to be underftood, which
ke fhews could not be the meaning, fince they are not to be reftored.  Others
would have by Creatures to be underflood Men: But that canuot be. the
Senfe, becaufe the Creature and Men are diftinguifhed in the very. Texr.
Thirdly, Thofe thatwould have the Gentiles to be meant, are the fartheft of
all from the plain Sence which he makes to be (the formed World,) and
that it Is to pafs thorongh three States, a former, a prefent, and a future.



( 810 )

In the Third Chapter he brings Authority to prove the Primigenreal Form
and Sitwation of the Earch, and wherein it differ’d from the prefent, of
which the Ancients n»d mapifeft Knowicdge. The firft tic alledpes Is that of
St. Peter, 2, 3, 6. wicre he fays the Words are oppofed to thole who affert-
ed the flate of the World to'be the fam+ a3 at firft: Aed adds, thae 3v, As-
fin in expounding chefe Words ¢f Si. Peter, .doth fo vnderfland them'; to
wit, thatrot only the old Earth perifhied iv the Floud, but the Heavens alfo,
He next coquires whegein the difference is between the former aud the pre-
fent, and fiads St.Peter there deferibing the ficft, co affert it to bé outr of the
Warer, aud to ftand by the Waters; that is, (fays he) to be pliced above
the Waters, and be {uftained by them. And by this he expliins 2fal. 136. 6.
Prov. 8. 27. .but brings o further Proof of his Do&rice.

Inthe Fourth Chapter he enquires concerning the Nature, Manner and
Caufes of Deluges, but chiefly of the Univerfal. Here he repeats what he
has aid concerning the quantjty of the Water requifite o his Theory, and
quotes alfo what Haiah fays in_ deferlbing a general Deluge, who makes a
kind of Earthquake to precede ir, for the Eruption of the Waters out of
their Womb, and feveral other places avd Commentatoss vpon them, who
all feem to mean Earthquakes. Then he enquires what aré the Caufes of
particular Inundations, which he gnakes Three. (i ¢) 1. The Irruption of
the Sea upon the Low Countries. 2. Great Rainr. 3. Eruntions of Waters
out of the Bedy of the Earth by Earthquakes’ Of each of thefe he brirgs
Esxamples out of Hiftery. The firit Is Strebo’s Defcription of the manaer
of making the Dead Sea where Sodom and Gomorrah formerly flood by aa
Earchquake. Secendly, Apaflage in Amianus Marcellin:s abour the finking
and drowning of places. Auother out of Diodorss Siculus coneerning the
City of Atalantes, and of Strabo for Eubea. Ancther out of Ziphiline in
the Life of Antenius Pius, of the lofs of the City of Cyzicum. Another
out of Dioderus Sicutus about the 186 of Bura and Helice. Another cut of
Paufonius of the Lofs of the City Idea. Then he mentions the Ogygian and
Deucaleon Floods.  Of Deucalians he remarks a notable paffage out of Lucian.

Tn the Fifth Chapter he erquires whether there be. any Record among the
Anclents that may cotfirm his. Conjefture about the righe Sicvation of the
Earth to the Sun.” Whence procceded a perpetual Equinox withour differing
Seafons : For this he looks for the Defcription of the Gelden Ages, vig; in
Plato’s Ptedo, where he fays, under Sarurn the Motions of the Heavens were
uniform, but under Fupiter there was an dvdpuosia of the Heavens to the po-
flure they are now in, which .was the Caufe of all the Evil thar followed.
He peaks alf» of its.Renowation, or being reflored to its former ftate. OF
thefe things we have an impetfedt Account, by reafoa of the Jength of Time
paft; bucthefeand greater, or more wonderful things have'happened. Nexe
for the Earth, Plats (ays it was equilibrate without Incliharion, gopforey x5
eéxnpés,  Further, he makes the Scafons all temperaie, which. gave Mem
long Lives. He makes alib an Abyfsto receive the Water traj:&ed through
the Earth ; bue the Syrface of it fie makes (mooth,. and adorped with various
}Itzlours and Gems, as the Prophets and Sacred Audiors do the New AHiirs-
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In the Sixth Chapter he enquires concerning the changed Pofition of the
prefent Earth: For ihis he hasa Cloud of Teftimonles befide Plato, to wit,
Anaxagoras, Emptdocies,-Diogenes, Lenceppus, Democritus , who-all {peak of
the changed Sitvation of the Earth’s Axis, whofe Teflimonies he has elfe-
where mentioned. Among the Inventiors of the. Aftronomers, the Obliquicy
of the Zodiack 2ad the Seafons of the Year are afcribed ro Thales ; which
is ao Argument ichad not been fo from the beginning. Lur rhe Biftorfes of
the Progrefs of Aftronomy,’ written by Eudemus and Therr Swryrneus have pe-
rifhed, which might have afforded more cogent Argumess. Here he meun-
tlons what Ghvid, Virgiland Aomer have faid to this purpofe, in defiribing the
Golden Age and the Elizium of the Dead. [From e Poets he paffes to
Pixtarsh's Defeription of the Forrunate Hler, which iz 1 more modera Name
for the Elizium, andagrees much with the Paradifical Earth. Andanother
out of Diodovas Siculus, of the {lind Tabrobara 3 which “he fupp-fes to be
for the fame purpole. From thefe Heathiens he comes to the Jewlth and Chri-
ftian Writers, delcribing Paradife and the Gardeo of the Lord; who do
much agree with the Heathen D:[criptions of the Golden Age. He quotes
Ii; Abarbanel upon the 24 of Genefis, and Aben Exra 5 allo Maimonides upon the
soth Chaprer of thic Sanbedrim 5 Manafleh Ben Ivael on.the Creadon, and
Abrabam Eccbrﬁenﬁ:’ concerning the Teftimonies of the  Fews and Arabians.
Then for the Chriftians he brings Yatianus : He quotes alfo Suidas, and fums.
up. all with Bellarmine’s Cooclufion, That there was a perpetnal Spring, and
another Coutfe of the Sun then at prefece.  He adds, that Ari[iatle thought
the flore and uncertain Life of, Creatures procceded-from the Oblique Motion
of the Sun in the Zodiach: And that Mantuan fays, it was the Opinion of
the ancient Afironomers. He adds alfo a Paffage of Orpheas preferved by Pro-
¢lus to the fame effe&.

1n the Seventh Chapter he difcourfes of the Defcription which Mofes gives
of Paradife, and of the ftate of Nature in the-New World 5 which is in ge-
neral, That Mofes accommodated his Hiftory to the Capacity of thofe for
whom he writ, and that all he has (aid is not to be taken ina firi& litcral
Senfe. Then io the Eighth Chapter he fpeaks of the manner of the Interpre-
tations of the Expreffions of Mafes concerning the Hexameron, which is con-
fonant to his Thoughts in the Seveath.  And in the Ninth Chapter he endea-
vours to aufier thofe who would have it to be literally underfiood. And in
the Laft Chapter he propounds what things are worthy to be confidered in or-
der to the making a right Judgment of the whole; and more particularly, of
what he hath more freely delivered in the preceding Chapters.  He defires his
Readers therefore to coufider the Ufe and Style of the Eaftern Sages. 2. The
mean and dull Apprehenfions of the Ifrarlites at the time when  Mofes wrie,
. What Learned Commentators have faid of this -magrer. . 4. What we are
to think of the Great God, ztid what Thovghts concerning tim are worthy,
and what befcemiog.  As to the Flrft, Thele Ortemals did for the'moft pare
deliver their Do&trines in Mythology, 2d taptam Vutgi: Buc thes had allo a
more Secret Do&trine, which they deliverd only to fuch of their Schools as
were of a more clear Uoderftanding. So that though many vulgar Cpinlons
have been afcribed to them, yer they were fuch as were deliver’d for the Vals
ar, but that they had others referved for the more intelligent. So Tamblicus
and Latrtius relage fome Notions of Pythagoeras, which accorded with the
Yulgar
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Vulgar Opinion of the Heavens; yet ’tis plain he held the other Do&rine.
The Jewifh Dodtors fay, the Law fpeaks with the Tongues of Men; that
Is, with a Vulgar Style, yet they had their Cabale to conceal their Myfteries :
Nor was this Foreign to the Chriftian Schools. Secondly, The People of I
rael ' when Mofes writ were of dull and uncultivated Underftanding, not fir for
Natural Speculations or Divine Contemplations. Thus much saneffeh Ben
Ifrael f(ays, and (o does Mofts Maimonides. This he conceives to be the rea-
fon why Mofes fo wrote the Hiftory of the Creation. Thirdly, Commestators
both Jews and Chriftians have afferted, That many things in that Hiftory are
notto be underftood Literally but Allegorically : For this, befides Philo Fude.
us, who makes itall Allegorical; and the Cabalifts, whom he paffes by, he
namies R. Mofes Egyptius for a folid Author aflerting iv, and Fofephus; as alfo
Avriftobulus, quoted by Eufebius, who Is of the fame Sentiment, as were ma-
py of the Chriftlan Fathers which he cites at large. Fourthly, As to fuch-as
do not adhere to the Literal Senfe, he admonilhes them that theydo not ad-
mit any thing unworthy of God or of our Religion:
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